
The Rocky Horror Show continues 
to dazzle audiences with its cult tale 
of love, lust and terror. 

In a recent production on Broadway, 
Scharff Weisberg Inc. gave this 
modern classic a new twist with video 
projections controlled by Dataton 
TRAX.

Projected backdrops
The show at the Circle in the Square Theater, 
Broadway, New York, includes a number of video 
elements designed and produced by Batwin & 
Robin Productions. The opening scene in front 
of the church where the protagonists are wed 
begins as a projected image. After a few lines, 
they “walk out” of the projection by coming out from 
behind it and the scene continues with the actors on stage. 
A second scene features Brad and Janet driving through 
the rain in front of a projected backdrop of the road as it 
disappears behind the car.

The drop is projected by two dual converged Digital Pro-
jection 5DVs from the front of the house. Video playback 
is from double DoReMi Digital Video Players. Dataton 
TRAX on a Mac controls the projections with system cues 
triggered, via DMX, from the lighting board.

Tight deadline
“The departments at Scharff Weisberg, which include stag-
ing, show control, systems integration and audio, often 
work quite independently,” commented Scharff Weisberg’s 
project manager Derek Holbrook. 

“However, on a show as complex as this, all the areas have 
to work together to provide a turnkey package. Coordinat-
ing these areas under a tight deadline and budget proved to 
be quite a challenge.”

Credits
Producer: Jordan Roth
Director: Christopher Ashley
Video design and production: 
Batwin + Robin Productions
Equipment and control: Scharff Weisberg Inc.
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